
5-HIT + reserpine . . . . , . . . 

In spite of the efficient protection of 5-HT stores, the animals treated with 5-HTP 
and reserpine when examined 24 hr after the injection of the alkaloid, i.e. long 
after the acute 5-HTP effects had worn off, could not be distinguished from their 
controls treated with reserpine alone. Hypokinesia, inhibition of exploratory 
behaviour, hunched back posture and blepharospasm, were thus equally pro- 
nounced in both groups. 

These experiments, as well as those of Carlsson & Lindqvist (to be published) 
indicate that the gross reserpine syndrome in the mouse is largely due to catechol- 
amine depletion, whereas 5-HT depletion plays a minor role, if any. Needless to 
say the possibility remains that 5-HT depletion plays a role for less conspicuous 
effects of reserpine. 
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5-hydroxytrlptamine Noradrenalme Dopamine 
(we/e) (wela) (vg/g) 

029, 0.28 004,0.04 0.09, 0.08 
0.25, 0.34 

0.29 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, J. Pharrn. Pharmac., 1967, 19, 784 

Acknowledgements. This research has been sponsored in part by the Air Force 
Office of Scientific Research through the European Office of Aerospace Research 
OAR, United States Air Force under Grant AF  EOAR 67-36 and by the 
Swedish State Medical Research Council (B68-14X-155-04B). For valuable 
technical assistance we are indebted to Mrs Ingrid Bergh and Miss Birgitta 
Schultz. 

Department of Pharmacology, 
University of Goteborg, 
Goteborg, Sweden. 

September 15, 1967 

ARVID CARLSSON 

784 


